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Mbdico-chiRUROfcal Review.
[April 1 our author has succeeded in helping to supply such a desideratum in medical literature, we shall now proceed to consider.
After enumerating in the preface the various difficulties and obstacles which stand in the way of this inquiry, and their causes, we meet the following-modest and unpretending observations. " To clear away these obstacles has been one object of my attention, and if in this only I have been successful, science will?be benefited. The labourer who removes the rubbish on the site of a projected building, raises not indeed the structure, but in preparing the way for the more able workman, he takes an office, though less respectable, yet not, perhaps, less useful." 22. Again The quantity of blood is much greater in the veins than in the arteries, In addition to their functions as circulatory vessels, they perform the office of reservoirs, through which the current passes more or less languidly, according to the demands made on them by the heart and arterial system. Red blood is more &bundant during youth than in manhood or old age, and is supplied most abundantly to those organs which are in progress of growth; in all cases, however, the dark blood preponderates." 116.
With respect to temperature, there is considerable discrepancy in the statements of authors on this point ; in consequence of its close connexion with the subject of animal heat, great attention has been directed to it.. shall we explain this fact ? Shall we consider that a sensation of inanition ls produced by copious bleeding1 in the blood-vessels, and the whole corporeal system, and that, in consequence, the provident principle of nature excites the absorbents to increased action ?" The author might have recollected that it is an opinion universally entertained by medical men, that loss of blood excites the action of the absorbents, and in fact that when the physician wishes for example to ensure and expedite the action of mercury ?? the system, he possesses an infallible means of doing so by having1 recourse to vena:section. It is an admitted principle, that lowering the action of the heart and arteries in any way excites the action of the absorbents, and it is with this view that digitalis is g-iven in dropsy.
From some experiments instituted by the author he concludes that *' uteroSestation increases the proportion of albumen and hajmatosine." 148.
We shall now pass on to Chap. IX. which treats of the blood in Di$ease. 
